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META:

A prefix used to indicate a concept which is an abstraction from another
concept

META tags are typically used to specify page description, keywords, and
other metadata.

Metadata is the data that describes other data.



Artist Statement and Concept:

There is a branch of mathematics called Set Theory that studies sets, which is the collection
of objects. In relation to Big Data, the cataloging and the creating of collections of
information is where this project begins. Today, we experience this phenomenon in entirely
new ways. Our whole life is cataloged and archived. Whether it be a tumbler page, an
Instagram page, a digital folder of the images of your life, or a digital archive from the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, everything today is both a singular data point, but also, when
collected, becomes part of a set. And what defines any data point is the metadata that links
it to that set of data.

<META> Methods attempts to extract beauty in the superset of information. This projects
looks not at the individual (micro) but at the whole (macro) and attempts to find
relationships, whether contextual, graphical or mathematical, by examining metadata.

This project also reimagines digital curation and asks the question: can a collection of
digital assets become an asset, or work of art, in and of itself? Is metadata the “paint” that
we can mix together, through algorithmic search, to create new “colors” in our digital
“canvas”?

By applying mathematical theory to the analysis of a digital collection (set) of objects what
new relationships can be uncovered and what new art can evolve? If you look at enough
metadata, would you find that the set is self-similar (fractal)?
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@ THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

The Collection Online /

artworks with images

267,192 records
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Here is where the fun comes in!

How could | play with arrangement? Order?
Sorting (by color, year, by type) to create a new
work, find relationships, or discover something new?



PROJECT APPROACH

Input Output Process

Scrapi to access data

RaW Data E OF Add—on ”OfXMet " > Bring into OF using JSON calls

Build basic examples

2 : Possible Experiments:
r " . . 1) Perform statistical analysis on
Key Word"” Searches | : | Series of generated works N "big data” images: i.e,
: stacking, averaging color,
information
2) Play with layouts, categorizing
and sorting
3) Overlay Sol Lewitt “rules”

Users interact with an interface

Interaction : Large Scale Installation > thatallows them to “curate” their

own wall of images.
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